
















































































STATE OF ALASKA v DAVID HAEG 4MC-04-24CR Aurora Court Reporting 

A I never -- I never saw that moose. 

Q Okay.  That’s the one you told Mr. Haeg that had been chased off or 

whatever, right? 

THE COURT: That was on the 5th. 

MR. LEADERS: Okay.  Apologize, that’s the 5th, okay. 

Q But you don’t note that anywhere? 

A No. 

Q The -- is it possible you -- the days may have somehow gotten mixed up 

or confused in any way during your hunt? 

A No.   

Q All right.  The -- Mr. Jayo’s moose was taken fairly early in the morning? 

A Yes, as -- as I stated, around 7:30 that morning. 

Q Okay.  Shortly after light then? 

A Yes. 

Q You guys had to hike how far? 

A We hiked approximately two and a half miles.  We started about 5:00 

o’clock in the morning.  At that time of year about 5:30 is when it starts 

getting twilight out, and by 6:00 o’clock you’ve got enough -- plenty of light 

to -- to hunt.  7:00 o’clock the -- the sun wasn’t up over the -- the 

Revelation Mountains yet. 

Q So it took you almost a couple hours to get down to this location? 

A Yes. 
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Q Roughly, I guess, we heard the pace is about a mile an hour earlier? 

A Roughly -- roughly, yeah. 

Q That’s pretty accurate? 

A Yes.  Uh-huh (Affirmative). 

Q The -- were you -- I guess I was a little but unclear on some of this.  

Someone -- you climbed a tree for observation once you crossed the river 

and that’s where you first see the cows? 

A No. 

Q Oh, okay. 

A We did not see any moose from -- from the tree. 

Q From the tree, I see, okay. 

Q When we came down and I decided to take Doug a little further down the 

ridge so I could see a little further down river, that the river bend made a 

shallow bend to the left and then it came back hard to the right, down by 

the sandbar that Dave landed on, later, and that’s where I saw the -- the 

two cows along the river. 

Q And that’s where you then called -- from that location is where you called 

the bull to? 

A Correct, I went down maybe 20 yards near a big rock or a husgik(ph) for 

Doug to have a laying down steady rest. 

Q Okay.  And it was two shots ultimately to kill this moose? 
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A Two shots, yes. 

Q The initial? 

A One from the..... 

Q To take it down? 

A One from -- one from my rifle a .375, and one from Doug Jayo’s rifle which 

is I believe he was shooting .330. 

Q Okay.  They were spaced approximately 15, 20 minutes apart or so? 

A Correct. 

Q And then there was a lot of flying activity after that? 

A Yes. 

Q Mr. Haeg’s plane? 

A Correct. 

Q He hadn’t -- you hadn’t noticed any other planes in that area flying during 

the few days that you -- the couple days you were hunting that specific 

area? 

A No, I did not.  I’ve heard other planes but I did not observe them with my 

eyes.  Maybe not fly up into that valley. 

Q So you heard them in the distance type thing? 

A Correct. 

Q I mean you can hear planes off for miles away at times (indiscernible)? 

A At times, yeah, you can hear them a long ways. 

Q Okay.   
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A The weather wasn’t conducive to -- to seeing a lot of them. 

MR. LEADERS: I have no further questions. 

 TONY ZELLERS  

testified as follows on: 

 REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. ROBINSON: 

Q Mr. Zellers, you entered a plea of, I think, no-contest to your charges in 

this wolf case, right? 

A That’s correct.   

Q And you were required to come to court and testify truthfully were you not? 

A Correct. 

Q And in your opinion when you came to testify at the trial did you give 

truthful testimony? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And anything you said today, was it truthful testimony? 

A Yes, it was. 

Q Particularly with your diary concerning when you noted the day that Mr. 

Jayo shot this moose, is there anything untruthful about that? 

A No, there isn’t. 

Q Is there anything untruthful about the fact that before Mr. Jayo took that 

moose on the morning of September 7th that Mr. Haeg was not flying around, 

was not using any 
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kind of communications from the airplane to direct that hunt for Mr. Jayo? 

A No, he wasn’t. 

Q And that’s truthful? 

A That’s truthful. 

Q As truthful as you testified about matters at trial here? 

A Yes, it is. 

MR. ROBINSON: I don’t have anything further. 

 TONY ZELLERS 

testified as follows on: 

 RECROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. LEADERS: 

Q The -- let me ask you.  In your mind, your perception of the wolf charges 

which you pled to and that now Mr. Haeg’s --  do you consider those less 

serious based on the nature that they were wolves taken than you do what 

we’re discussing here, whether or not a moose, a game animal was taken 

from the -- with the use of an airplane? 

A No, it’s the same charge.  Same day -- same day airborne, so. 

Q So you don’t see -- okay, you don’t perceive any difference between the 

wolves or the moose or anything like that?  As to the way they should be 

treated? 
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A No, I’ve got probably -- I don’t like the wolves any more than anybody else 

out in this area. 

Q Right. 

A But -- because I mean if I look at this charge versus this charge they’re the 

same charge, so. 

Q Shouldn’t be treated any differently in your mind? 

A No. 

MR. LEADERS: Nothing further. 

THE COURT: Anything else? 

MR. ROBINSON: No. 

THE COURT: Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Zellers, you can go back.   

MR. ROBINSON: Before we get going again I think we’re going to need 

about a 10 minute break. 

THE COURT: At least.  I have to get to the store because I need to get 

some..... 

MR. ROBINSON: So why don’t we take long enough to go to the store 

and..... 

THE COURT: Get some diet Coke.  And I’m going to commandeer 

Trooper Gibbens and his vehicle to take me because I don’t have any 

transportation. 

MR. ROBINSON: All right. 

THE COURT: All right, Trooper Gibbens? 

TROOPER GIBBENS: Well, yeah. 

MR. ROBINSON: You’ve been commandeered. 
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MR. LEADERS: As long as there’s no issue of..... 

MR. ROBINSON: Oh, no, no, I don’t have any problem..... 

THE COURT: Yeah, I’m just telling you that I -- I can tell you I’m not going 

to talk about the case..... 

MR. ROBINSON: You’ve been commandeered.   

THE COURT: He’s just going to drive me over there to get some diet Coke 

and we’ll be back. 

MR. ROBINSON: All right. 

THE COURT: Why don’t we start back up at like 10 after. 

MR. ROBINSON: Okay. 

THE COURT: Okay? 

(Whispered conversation) 

THE COURT: Off record. 

(Off record) 

THE COURT: Okay.  We’re back on record.  Who did you want to call, Mr. 

Leaders?  Or Mr. Robinson, I’m sorry. 

MR. ROBINSON: Mr. Wendell Jones. 

THE COURT: Okay.   

(Whispered conversation) 

THE COURT: Mr. Jones, if you’d raise your right hand. 

(Oath administered) 

MR. JONES: I do. 

THE COURT: Okay.  Please be seated. 

MR. JONES: Thank you. 

WENDELL L. JONES 
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called as a witness on behalf of the defendant, testified as follows on: 

 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

THE COURT: Spell your first and last name for the record, please. 

A Wendell L. Jones, W-e-n-d-e-l-l L. J-o-n-e-s. 

THE COURT: Okay.  Thank you, sir. 

BY MR. ROBINSON: 

Q Good evening, Mr. Jones.  Where do you live? 

A I live in Cordova, Alaska. 

Q And how long have you lived there? 

A Well, I first moved there in ‘76 and I moved to Soldotna in about ‘84.  

Moved back to Cordova about ‘94. 

Q And what is your occupation? 

A I’m sorry? 

Q What is your occupation? 

A I’m a commercial fisherman. 

Q (Coughing) Excuse me.  How long have you been a commercial 

fisherman? 

A Since 1978. 

Q What kind of commercial fisherman?  (Indiscernible). 

A I purseine, I gill net and I used to spot herring when we had herring. 

Q So when you were a purseiner or gill netter was that in the salmon 

fisheries?  Was that for salmon? 
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A Salmon.  Salmon.  I’m sorry, I don’t hear well. 

Q Okay.  And that was in the salmon fisheries? 

A Yes. 

Q And where in the state did you do your salmon fishing? 

A In Prince William Sound, and on the Copper River Delta.  

Q Other than being a commercial fisherman have you had any other 

occupations? 

A Yes.  I was a fish and wildlife protection officer for five years and prior to 

that I was a commercial pilot, prior to that I was an A&P mechanic.  And 

prior to that I was a kid. 

Q What years were you a fish and wildlife enforcement officer? 

A From ‘73 to ‘78. 

Q And where was that at? 

A In Ketchikan and then in Cordova. 

Q Are you still fishing commercially? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q Do you know the defendant in this case, David Haeg? 

A Very well. 

Q And how do you know him? 

A Let’s see.  He was about 19, maybe 20 when he wanted Dan France to 

build an airplane for him and Dan was busy so Dan referred David to -- referred 

me to David (indiscernible) to me.  So he came and talked to me 
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about this airplane that he wanted to build, and wanted to know if I’d work with 

him on it.  We made an agreement and we went to work in the winter time.  

He was commercial fishing during the summer and so was I, so it was -- it 

took us a couple years to finis -- couple winters to finish it.  And so I got to 

know him very well. 

Q All right.  What kind of plane was this? 

A This was the Batcub, the PA-12. 

Q The PA-12, the airplane that we’ve all come to call in this proceeding the 

Batman plane? 

A Well, it’s been redone since he and I did it, but, yes, it’s the same design, 

yes. 

Q So how long has he had this plane? 

A Since he was 20 years old, something like that.  Well, it took two years to 

build it, so -- let’s see, so 22 and he’s 38 now, aren’t you, Dave? 

MR. HAEG: (Indiscernible). 

Q All right.  So he’s had it for quite some time? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q Tell us the kind of -- other than the contacts you had with him in building 

the plane, what other kind of contacts have you had with David over the 

years? 

A Well, in herring spotting he -- I took him over to the Sound.  He flew back 

seat for me for part of a season 
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and then there was a fatality in the herring fishery and David took over that 

position, and was very successful.  He’s good at whatever he does. 

Q Okay.  Over the years, Mr. Jones, have you developed an opinion about 

Mr. --  about David’s character since you’ve known him? 

A Without a doubt. 

Q And what is that opinion? 

A I wouldn’t be surprised if he couldn’t walk on water.  No.  I think he’s -- 

he’s -- well, I love him like he’s my son.  He -- I think he’s just a wonderful 

person, he’s got a beautiful family. 

Q Now you know that he was convicted in this case of several fishing -- I 

mean hunting violations? 

A That’s true, I know..... 

Q And several counts of..... 

A Concerning the wolves, yes. 

Q Concerning hunting wolves, same day airborne, unlawful possession of 

game, making a false statement regarding the taking of game.  Also 

hunting wolverine out of season -- trapping out of season.  Despite your 

knowledge of these convictions what do you think of Mr. Haeg? 

A Well, I wasn’t familiar with wolverine, I don’t understand that charge, but 

the wolves -- first off, you 
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have to look at David’s life.  He was raised in Chinitna Bay in the wilderness.  His 

dog -- his folks dog was killed by wolves.  Then you have to look at what’s going 

on.  We all know that there’s mismanagement by our fish and game that we’re 

not -- we aren’t doing the charge that we have as far as managing our resources 

on a sustained yield basis.  And we all sitting here know that they -- that the 

influence of the Sierra Club and  -- and all the Walt Disney lovers that are 

influencing our state government to where they’re not allowing management by 

fish and game of the wolves.  We used to have poison programs and all kinds of 

programs to keep them in balance with our other game that we used.  They -- 

they are a predator and the other ones are -- are game that we harvest and we 

don’t harvest the wolves for -- as consumption.  So -- but we aren’t managing 

them as a predator so that we can maintain the moose in a balanced situation.  

And -- so it’s -- it’s hap -- it’s gone on for so long that the frustration level is very 

high.  I don’t -- I admit that what David has done, the way he handled the 

situation is wrong.  He’ll admit it’s wrong to me, but -- but the frustration of it -- 

have you read -- well, I shouldn’t ask you the questions, I’m sorry.  But if you’ve 

read Harrower’s letters to Governor Knowles.  The -- the frustration level has 

been 

 1268








